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God's Will, Way, & Timing
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  John 1:12-13
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16
God’s Will is for each of us to have an opportunity to become His children, not by man’s Way, but by His Way, through the birth, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.
We can know these things through His Word, the Bible, and we can count on them, through the hope that we have in Him.  What we don’t know is the Timing!
God shared His Will with Abram (later called Abraham) and made a covenant with him, so he knew that God would provide a legacy of descendants for him.  The Way would be for Abram to have a son, to start the process, but God didn’t say when!  At age 85, with a barren wife of 75, Abram and Sarai decided they needed to help God out by having a son through Sarai’s handmaiden Hagar.  Genesis 15-16.  That didn’t work out very well, and we are dealing with the consequences today, with the animosity between the Jews and the Muslims.
Three generations later, we see God sharing through Joseph, telling his brothers that God had a plan which worked out despite the evil ways of his brothers.
Joseph shared with his brothers, in Gen 50:20, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”
Here, we find that Joseph suffered at the hands of his brothers, but God’s Will and His Way was to use it for the advantage of the descendants of Abraham.  Joseph did not understand any of this until Pharoah put him in charge.  The Timing was also unknown, and Joseph spent, perhaps, 13 years in slavery and prison, not knowing God’s plan, but trusting Him for it.
We see a contrast between Abraham, who was given a covenant, but chose to try to help God achieve it, and Joseph, who had no understanding of what was going on, but was trusting God and trusting the dream that he had as a teenager.
Both are examples of the trials we deal with, and both received the benefits of God’s plan in Rom 8:28, which says, And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
We know that both Abraham and Joseph were called according to God’s purpose.  We know that God orchestrated the events in both their lives to achieve the outcome that He wanted.
Can we trust Him, in our own lives, to bring about these good things?
Our theme scriptures for 2025 are:
For the LORD is good;  His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.  Psalm 100:5
Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  Psalm 36:5
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