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Walking Worthy
Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:1
…so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  1 Thessalonians 2:12
Paul told the people in both the Ephesian and the Thessalonian churches to walk in a worthy manner.  The admonition to the Ephesians came after he had shared, in the first 3 chapters, who they were, in Christ, and what they had, in Christ.  He wanted them to live out their identity and the benefits of being part of Christ’s body.
He shared with the Thessalonians how he and his cohorts had labored to share the gospel with them, how they had been receptive in receiving God’s salvation, and how they should now live out this new life in Christ.
The people of both churches were called by God to His kingdom and glory, and Paul was asking them to carry out their lives in a manner which would bring honor and glory to Him!
Walking worthy is about our character and our attitude, and we are told that we live it out in humility and gentleness.
	Humility is about putting others first and should be a natural result of Loving God and Loving People.
	Loving People is not always easy, so we need to do it with gentleness.
	More than that, it requires patience, showing tolerance for one another.
This requires us to be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
Think about the lack of peace in the world, and, unfortunately, in our country.  What is its source?
	Arrogance and self-centeredness, instead of humility,
	Abuse and brutality instead of gentleness,
	Impatience,
	Intolerance.
Where the unity of the Holy Spirit is missing, man is incapable of walking in a manner worthy of God.
Peace comes through Jesus Christ, Romans 5:1-2, and we are told in Hebrews 12:2, to fix our eyes on Jesus, and in Romans 8:29, that we should be conformed to the image of His Son.
The worthy walk is about walking with Jesus, walking in Jesus, and with Jesus walking in us, in every aspect of our lives, as we deal with people, as we deal with circumstances, and as we seek to honor and glorify God with our lives.  
Are you walking worthy?
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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