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Lean Forward
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13

We were studying Genesis chapter 23 at the CBMC Friday breakfast meeting at LePeep, and our teacher, Jack Conner, was talking about the obstacles Abraham encountered in his 175 years of life.  He faltered here and there, but his faithfulness was counted as righteousness because he kept trusting God and moving forward.
In the midst of the teaching, I received a text from my new Timothy indicating his schedule had blown up, and he would be unable to meet.
I had received a similar message yesterday from another new connection who would no longer be able to attend our Friday noon Carmel Connect3 meeting.
I sensed the importance of these connections, and recalled a frequent saying of my mentor, Colonel McNair, who had flown airplanes in four wars.  “We always knew when we were getting close to the target, because we started picking up flak!”
Satan doesn’t like for us to make meaningful contact with other people!
I recalled an interaction with another mentor, some ten years later, as he was sharing a session on Right Thinking (see attachment).  He said, “Throughout life, the winds of adversity will be blowing in our faces;  we must lean forward into the wind in our thinking.”
He was sharing Philippians 4:13: I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  
We not only have to lean forward into the winds of adversity, but we must continue to pursue the objective.
I did an Emotional Intelligence survey which showed I am not good at accountability, nor the continual pursuit of goals.  If I am serious about understanding the importance of the two young men I have just met, I must continue to pursue them through the obstacles that are separating us.  Too often, I have given up after the first few attempts.
We’ve all heard, “if at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”  Recently, I read a book about new technology and the number of failures that preceded the successes.
As we look at CBMC Indiana’s 2030 Vision of Double the Footprint, we must first reach out to those around us, we must pursue them, and continue to pursue them, so they know our sincerity in seeing them as important members of God’s Team.
We must Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.   Proverbs 3:5-6
Our theme scriptures for 2023 are:
Prov 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.
Rom 8:28 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
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