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Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.  2John 1:3
One of my Timothys came to Christ about 10 years ago and it has been a joy to see the transformation in his life.  Having read the entire Bible over the past two years in conjunction with Gary Kirschman’s Daily Bible Challenge, he is frequently mentioning the fact that he recognizes passages, first in Genesis, now in Exodus, because he read them 2 years ago!
This past week he was talking about the benefits of knowing God through His Son, Jesus Christ, and wondering why an ordinary guy like him should be so blessed!  It made me think of the “Why Me, Lord?” statement.
Usually, we hear that statement from someone whining about something negative that has happened to them. It ties in with the idea of “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  Of course, the Bible tells us, there are no good people - “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;”  Rom 3:10, Ps 14:1-3, Ps 53:1-3
It occurred to me that we can take “Why Me, Lord?” two ways!  We can complain with it, or praise God with it!
We can take the opening verse, 2 John 1:3, and say, “Lord, why did you choose me to receive Your grace, mercy, and peace?  I didn’t do anything to deserve it!  Why did You send Your Son, Jesus Christ, to die for my sins?”
Another perspective is the one the Apostle James shares in James 1:2-4: Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
God not only allows us to be tested, as He did with Job, but He may bring testing, as He did with Abraham, in Genesis 22:1-2 Some time later, God tested Abraham's faith. “Abraham!” God called…“Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.”
Both of these, as men of faith, were tested, one by Satan, and one by God.
They both may have used “Why me, Lord?”  Perhaps, in different ways.
God has done so much for us, we should never complain when things don’t go our way.  It’s helpful, also, to think of all the times He has protected us from a mishap, or protected us in an accident, when the results could have been much worse than they were.
Perspective is very important in our communication process, and many times we get it wrong.  Let’s try to get a better perspective on “Why Me, Lord?”
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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