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[bookmark: _Hlk138338663]Why Me, Lord? – Part 2
“I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?”  Ruth 1:21
Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?”  Ruth 2:10
It is always a joy to read the four chapters of the Book of Ruth after struggling through the last four chapters of the Book of Judges!
Naomi lived through a difficult time, losing her husband and both of her sons in a foreign land.  She decided to return to her homeland, with nothing, and told her two daughters-in-law to remain with their people.  One did that, but Ruth chose to stay with her mother-in-law.
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.  “Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me.”  Ruth 1:16-17
Naomi was greeted by those in Bethlehem, but she said, “Do not call me Naomi (which means, Pleasant);  call me Mara (which means, Bitter), for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  Ruth 1:20.  In other words, “Why me, Lord?”
It was normal in those days for farmers to allow peasants to come through the fields after the harvesters, to pick up the grain or the grapes that had not been gathered by the workers.  Ruth was willing to do that for herself and for her mother-in-law, and she did that in a field owned by a man named, Boaz, who happened to be a close relative of Naomi.
When he treated Ruth kindly, and encouraged her to stay close to his own workers, she responded by falling on her face, …bowing to the ground and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?”  Ruth 2:10.  She responded with the other side of “Why me, Lord?”
Certainly, it was because of God’s grace, mercy, and peace, as we saw in Part 1, but there was also the aspect of Ruth’s character, as is shared by Boaz.
Boaz replied to her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know.  May the LORD reward your work, and your wages be full from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”  Ruth 2:11-12
The whole story is a beautiful example of God’s plan which is expressed in Romans 8:28:  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
God orchestrated everything, so that Boaz and Ruth would marry and have a son who was an ancestor of King David.  (Ruth 4:18)
Some 1300 years after the story of Ruth and Boaz, came the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who was of the same lineage!
It is important for us to seek God and His plans before we say, “Why me, Lord?”
It is important to trust Him for all things, knowing that He chose us from the foundation of the earth (Ephesians 1:4) so that we could perform works that He had already planned (Ephesians 2:10)
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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