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Initiative and Leadership
When I was in business, I was always looking for the employee who was willing to do whatever it took to move forward.  There were always new things to learn, and opportunities for growth, both as a person, and within the ranks of the company.  The person who was happy being part of the status quo was not the person for the Foreman or Supervisor job.  The one who said, “I’m doing the best I can,” when I pointed out a flaw in his work, was not going to progress in the company.  I was looking for the person who was also willing to improve the process of satisfying the customer.
I’ve found the same thing in CBMC, when I encourage men to engage in discipleship.  Too often, I hear, “I don’t know enough,” or, “What if he asks me a question I can’t answer?”  I don’t find any place in the Bible where we are called to make excuses.  Jesus told us to Love God, Love People, and Make Disciples.  We have to step out, and step up to do any of those!  That’s called initiative!
I’m watching my grandsons as we do yardwork together.  We’ve done enough, and they are now, old enough, to begin to do the work on their own, without me having to tell them the next thing to do.  They used to do a lot of standing around.  Now, more observant, they see the next task to perform, and begin to do it, independently.  Initiative is about acting independently, seeing what needs to be done, and  taking action in the absence of direction.
King Hezekiah of Judah did that when he removed the high places, and the idols, where people were worshipping apart from God’s guidance. (II Kings 18:4)  There were several previous kings of Judah “who did right in the eyes of the Lord,” but did not remove the high places. (II Kings 12:3, 14:4, 15:4)
They were satisfied with the status quo.  Certainly, they were way ahead of the other kings who “did evil in the sight of the Lord,” but they did not take the initiative to do the whole job!
We also see Hezekiah taking initiative in 2 Chronicles 32, where he prepared Jerusalem for an attack by the Assyrians.  Not only was he able to respond to a crisis, but he was able to see it coming, and prepare for it.  This initiative is the difference between a good leader and a great leader.  He also said, “Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him.” (2 Chronicles 32:7)
Where does initiative fit into your daily life?  What needs to change in your relationship with God?  Does it mean more discipline in your daily devotions?  How about daily exercise?
How about your relationships with other people, starting with your own family?  Are you lacking in your leadership role?  What about those new people at church, or the ones standing on the edges needing someone to take the initiative to introduce themselves?
What about discipleship?  Maybe it starts with you asking a potential mentor to disciple you!  If you have been through Operation Timothy, when are you going to step up and step out to be a Paul?
Perhaps, all of this needs to start with prayer!  That takes initiative, too!
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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