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When Perception Becomes Reality
All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness”!  Num 14:2
“Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you;
your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me.”   Num 14:28-29

The children of Israel were so afraid of the perceived giants in the Promised Land, that they said they would rather die in the wilderness!  So, God said, “OK, you get your wish!”  They wandered in the desert for 40 years until they died, instead of entering God’s chosen land within two years!
Is that the way you want to live your life?
God has given us His Word for our enjoyment and for our guidance, and many have gone before us who have proclaimed its value.  Are we willing to focus on His guidance for our lives, or will we follow the ways of the world which are daily proclaimed to us by all manner of media?
It’s easy to make excuses or point fingers for our failure to follow God’s plan, but the basic problem is with self, the focal point of sin.  Sin is that which separates us from a proper relationship with God, and it starts with our desire for control.  Satan didn’t ask Eve to follow him;  he merely suggested that God was holding out on her.  He had wisdom, the discernment between good and evil, and she didn’t.  God had created everything, and it was good!  He placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, which was good.  There was no evil there!  Why did they need to know anything about evil?
Eve chose to eat the forbidden fruit and handed it to Adam, who was with her.  Why didn’t Adam say something!  He knew the rule!  
They learned the difference between good and evil the hard way, just as the children of Israel did!  So, how do you want to live your life?  Do you want to learn about evil through your own experience, or by reading about the experiences of others?  We have plenty of examples of the consequences of evil in the Bible.  We also have directives on how to deal with the evil that is already present in our lives.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:9
“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Matt 6:33
Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6
Our theme scriptures for 2025 are:
For the LORD is good;  His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.  Psalm 100:5
Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  Psalm 36:5
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