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Shepherding
He also chose David His servant And took him from the sheepfolds;  From the care of the ewes with suckling lambs He brought him To shepherd Jacob His people, And Israel His inheritance.  So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them with his skillful hands.  Psalms 78:70-72
“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  John 10:11
The word “leadership” is not a typical term in the Bible.  It is not used in the KJV, it appears once in the NASB-95, and 4 times in the NIV.
Instead, the word “shepherd” is used 59 times in the NASB-95.  Frequently, it is used for God or for Jesus, but is also used for leaders like David and Jeremiah.  
Peter shares in his first letter, Therefore, I exhort the elders among you,… shepherd the flock of God among you,… 1Peter 5:1-2
We see a correlation between the shepherding of David in the Old Testament, and that of Jesus in the New Testament.  We see that David was chosen by God, and we certainly know that is true for Jesus.
In 1 Samuel chapter 17, we see that God chose David to challenge Goliath.  And David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  1 Samuel 17:37
Jesus shared in John 10 that the shepherd must enter through the door, and that He is the door.  To be a true leader, we must have a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ.    David acknowledged his relationship with God, and his trust of Him, as he went out to face Goliath.  He continued that relationship when God made him the leader of Israel.  He was a man after God’s heart – Acts 13:22, I Samuel 13:14.
The shepherd says, “Follow me,” and that means, not only going in the direction of the shepherd, and following his example.  We see that with David, guiding them with both his integrity and with his actions, his skillful hands.
Jesus certainly leads from the perspective of perfection, and David was a flawed leader, like we are.  We need to constantly look to the power of the Holy Spirit to live the life of Christ through us.
Just as David was willing to give himself up to Goliath, and as Jesus gave Himself up for us, we are to be willing to die to self so we can serve those who are in our own flock.
Each of us has a place where we are the shepherd of our sheep, whether that is our family, our business, or our ministry.
God has chosen us for His purpose, and it is important for us to understand that.  We are to follow Him, through His Son, Jesus Christ, in the power of His Holy Spirit, nurturing those in our flock, leading them in the pasture of His Word, guiding them with our godly example, so that they will become shepherds in their own flocks.
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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