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Humility and Leadership
So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.  2 Kings 5:14
Nine different people, and one God, were involved in the story of Naaman in 2 Kings 5.  
· Naaman – captain of the army of the king of Aram, and a great man
		Highly respected, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram  				A valiant warrior, but a leper
· Naaman’s wife’s handmaiden – an Israelite girl taken into slavery
		Was aware of Elisha the prophet, in Samaria
· The king of Aram (Ben-Hadad) – a respecter of Naaman, he wrote a letter seeking help
· The king of Israel (Jehoram) – frustrated by the request to heal Naaman of leprosy
		Skeptical of the reasoning of the king of Aram – Is he seeking a quarrel?
· Elisha – hearing of the king’s frustration, he reached out to him, offering help
· Elisha’s messenger – he conveyed Elisha’s instructions to Naaman
· Naaman’s servants – calmed him down, and spoke rationally to him
· Gehazi – servant of Elisha, who selfishly lied to Naaman for his own gain

We see the contrasts between arrogant leaders and humble servants and see that the humble servants were more rational than those who had leadership titles.
How often have you seen that in your own experience?
Humility was not popular until the time of Jesus, and He is the one who initiated it!  Since that time, mankind has learned the value of humility, and sometimes, it is actually displayed by those in power!  Jim Collins wrote the book, Good to Great about it!
Naaman had to humble himself and submit to the leadership of his lessers, for him to receive the gift of healing which he so desperately desired.
How are you doing in exhibiting humility in your own leadership?
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  Colossians 3:12-13
Our theme scripture for 2024 is:
Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
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