	[image: ]
	
      Christian business men’s connection
    Building God’s kingdom one businessman at a time




Lovingkindness

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  1Thessalonians 4:9
God shared His character with Moses in Exodus 34:6-7, using the Hebrew word, ḥeseḏ, twice, in the two verses.  The NASB95 translates it as, lovingkindness, whereas other versions translate it as, mercy, love, faithfulness, merciful, or steadfast love.  It is most often translated, mercy, in the Old Testament.  Mercy has been defined as, not giving us what we deserve.  In His mercy, God chooses to love us and be kind to us, despite our sinfulness.
In the New Testament, the word, grace, is used to show God’s lovingkindness.  Grace is defined as, unmerited favor.  In other words, God chooses to love us in ways we do not deserve.
This is shown to us in John 3:16 which says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
God’s love shows grace, unmerited favor, to all of us, and mercy, lack of punishment for sin, by providing the free gift of salvation through the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!
That’s what lovingkindness is all about!
Jesus tells us, then, in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The one another refers to people of the same kind, so it is referring to our brothers and sisters in Christ, but in Matthew 5:44, Jesus tells us, “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, which, clearly, refers to those of a different kind, and shows us that we are to follow God’s character, and His directive, in loving everyone, just as He does.
But, how are we to do that?
We do it by abiding in Christ, John 15, Who produces fruit through us, as the branches.  The fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23, starts with love!  As we have chosen to receive the free gift of salvation from God, through Jesus Christ, we also receive the Holy Spirit, and we can choose to submit to Him, allowing Him to produce the fruit, which we can display to the world by loving those around us.
None of this is about us!  It all comes from God, out of His love for us, and He uses us to share it with those around us.
As we show that love, we experience the rest of the fruit of the Spirit:   joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness , gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22-23
The word for God’s love in the New Testament is agapē, which is a purely Biblical and ecclesiastical word. All the verses on this page use agapē, except this one:  Now as to the love (philadelphia) of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love (agapē) one another;  1Thessalonians 4:9
Our theme scriptures for 2025 are:
For the LORD is good;  His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.  Psalm 100:5
Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  Psalm 36:5
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