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Strong and Courageous
“Be strong, and let us show ourselves courageous for the sake of our people and for the cities of our God; and may the LORD do what is good in His sight.”  2 Samuel 10:12
This verse was a great encouragement to me, reading it the day after a breakthrough in a difficult situation!  It confirmed that we had done the right thing, staying strong and courageous in the process, trusting God to do what is good in His sight. 
God spoke to Joshua at the Jordan River when it was time for him to take over the leadership of Israel following the death of Moses.  God told him three times to be strong and courageous.  In between in Joshua 1:8, He said, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”
King David spoke to his Solomon as he commissioned him to be his successor:
Then David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor forsake you until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is finished.”  1 Chronicles 28:20
The Hebrew word. ḥāzaq, translated as strong means to strengthen, prevail, harden, be strong, become strong, be courageous, be firm, grow firm, be resolute.
Courageous comes from the Hebrew word, 'āmēṣ, which means to be strong, alert, courageous, brave, stout, bold, solid, hard
Strong and courageous are similar words, speaking to the traits that we need to have as we face the trials of daily life.  They both speak to standing up for things that matter, instead of backing down.  It’s the kind of attitude that the Apostle Paul shared with the Colossians, where he said, Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  Col 3:2
The important thing, as we look at the Old Testament passages, is that we don’t have to depend on our own strength and courage!  We are to be strong and courageous in the power of God!  We have the Holy Spirit to carry out God’s will!  It’s our responsibility to stand up, step forward, and trust Him to direct our paths, whatever the battle we are facing!
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.  1 Corinthians 10:13
Our theme scriptures for 2025 are:
For the LORD is good;  His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.  Psalm 100:5
Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  Psalm 36:5
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