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Crucified
Have you ever been crucified?
The Apostle Paul said he was:  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”  Galatians 2:20
Paul is not speaking physically, but figuratively.  He gives further explanation in Romans 6:  
For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;…  Romans 6:5-6
He says it is our old self, our body of sin, which we are giving over to crucifixion, so that we can be resurrected, as a new creature in Christ, (II Cor 5:17) so that we will no longer be slaves to sin.  If I am dead, I can no longer commit sin!  … for he who has died is freed from sin. Romans 6:7
For the first 20 years of my salvation, I was addicted to self, in the form of depression.  It was only through the process of counseling that I learned the true meaning of Galatians 2:20, one of the first verses I memorized as a new Christian.
By dying to self, it enabled me to live in a new way, the Abundant Life that Jesus shared about in John 10:10.
Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  Romans 6:8-10
By accepting Jesus’ crucifixion as my own, I have found that I can not only life with Christ, but, as Galatians 2:20 says, Christ lives in me!
How does He do that?  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, of course!  
Paul prays for us in Ephesians 3:16-17 that we would … be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;…
He tells us in Romans 5:5 - …and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
John tells us in I John 1:9, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Throughout the day, I confess my sins of self-centeredness, fleshliness, and relativism, accepting God’s forgiveness and cleansing, and ask that His Holy Spirit will live the life of Jesus Christ through me.  I find it is a way of freely giving up any pretense of doing something in my own strength, trusting totally on the power of the Holy Spirit to carry out God’s will in and through me.  It’s a joy to see how the Holy Spirit carries this out!
Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Romans 6:11
Our theme scriptures for 2023 are:
Prov 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.
Rom 8:28 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
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